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 fine woolen tunic. 4 His brothers saw that it was he whom their father loved most of all his
srothers so they hated him; and they could not speak to him peaceably.
f_lﬁ‘}Joseph dreamt a dream which he told to his brothers, and they hated him even more. °He
said to them, “Hear, if you please, this dream which I dreamt: 7 Behold! — we were binding
sheaves in the middle of the field, when, behold! — my sheaf arose and remained standing; then
behold! — your sheaves gathered around and bowed down to my sheaf.” &~
~S58 His brothers said to him, “Would you then reign over us? Would you then dominate us?”
And they hated him even more — because of his dreams and because of his talk.
9 He dreamt another dream, and related it to his brothers. And he said, “Look, | dreamt
another dream: Behold! the sun, the moon, and eleven stars were bowing down to me.”
10 And he related it to his father and to his brothers; his father scolded him, and said to him,
“What is this dream that you have dreamt! Are we to come — I and your mother and your
brothers — to bow down to you-to the ground?"@So his brothers were jealous of him, but his
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tators offer various reasons; He was young and not mature

)

—

enough to realize that he would be inflaming them (Sforno).
He thought that if he could convince his brothers that his
eminence was Divinely decreed, they would stop disliking
him (Chizkuni). By showing them that they were destined to
be dependent on him, he hoped to show them that it was
unwise to hate him (Or HaChaim). Joseph understood the
dreams to be prophecies, and a prophet is forbidden to
conceal what he must reveal to others (Vilna Gaon).

7. ombx — Sheaves. The symbolism of the sheaves implied
to Josébh that his brothers would bow to him because of
their need for grain. That they gathered around indicated
that they would surround him like subjects congregating
around a king (Ramban).

) Joseph’s sheaf stood up of its own accord, implying that
his rise to power would not be because of his brothers
(Abarbanel), and it remained standing, symbolizing that he
would remain in power for a very long time. Indeed, Joseph
was viceroy of Egypt for eighty years, the longest reign

4

father kept the matter in mind.

recorded in Scripture (Sforno).
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6. LISTEN NOW TO THIS DREAM THAT I DREAMED. There are
three general classes of dreams. The first comprises

— dreams brought about by “a demon” (Berachoth 55b); that
may mean by impure thoughts or imaginings and by

 unhealthy influences. The second involves dreams which
are simply the natural consequences of our psychophysical
constitution. It is to these types of dreams that the
prophet Zechariah refers: “The dreams speak falsely”

g (10:2). The third category includes dreams of prophetic
inspiration. The Torah is referring to this category wherTj
it says in the name of God: “I make Myself known to him
in a vision” (Numbers 12:6). This is the way in which Rabbi
Shmuel Edels (73 m372 8”n 8”wann) and R. Bahya (on
41:1) categorize dreams. ’
Maimonides gives an extensive analysis of prophetic
dreams and establishes their order of importance (Guide,
2:36-37). The Talmud, as a matter of fact, takes a dream

*# to be a “minor prophecy.” It represents the sixtieth part
of prophecy (Berachoth 57b) and it is described elsewhere
as the “abortive fruit of prophecy” (Genesis Rabba, 17 and
44). The inferior character of dreams in relation to direct
revelation will affect the ways in which they are inter-
preted, as we will see later on. For Rabbi Shmuel Edels,

@ Yosef's dreams belong to the third category, prophetic
dreams (ibid.).
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8. DO YOU PLAN TO REIGN OVER Us? R. Y’hudah said: Learn

from_ this that one should not tell a dream to anyone

except a good friend. Here Yosef told his dream to his
Ny others, who hated him, anc they interpreted it in a way "
/ that made them most violently opposed to it. And as a S

[ &= : —
] result they managed to postpone its realization for 22
{ years. But see the Talmud (Megillah 17a) where this
postponement, resulting in Yosef’s absence for 22 years, is
considered a punishment imposed on Ya‘akov, who had
stayed away from his own father’s house for the same
number of years, thus forgoing his duty as a son (cf. R.
Shmuel Edels, Berachoth 55b).
This remark in the Zohar is based on the Talmud,
which teaches that “dreams follow the mouth.” i.e. dreams
,‘(depend on their interpretation nan R DI MmN
(Berachoth 55b), as it is said: “As he interpreted to us, sO it
was” (41:13). The problem which this statement raises is
dealt with by numerous authors: “How is it_possible that
the effects of a dream can be influenced in one way or
another by the interpretation which friends or enemies of
'

the dreamer give to it?”

«
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‘38 Certain explanations start from a rationalistic point of
view, for example 2pY? Y (Berachoth 55b) and R.Y. Arama
(Akedath Yitzhak, 29). Offering a contradictory view is
R. Shmuel Edels (R, Berachoth, ibid.). But R. Sh’lomoh
ben Adereth (R”7aw1) points out that the question_of
dream -interpretations goes beyond reason and natural
laws (n”n »p 8”n n’1w). Along the same lines the Tosafists
say that the interpreters of dreams are born under a
constellation which favors the faculty of interpretation, the
latter having no connection with perspicacity (Berachoth,
ibid.). Going further still, the Zohar notes that if the
interpretation_can play a decisive role in the significance
of the dream, it is because the dream represents only the
sixtieth part of prophecy. Hence it is at the lowest level of
J (divine revelation and, as such, can produce a mixture of
e~ celestial revelations together with products of the imagina--
tion. It is upon the latter that the speech of man, whose/
creative power has been demonstrated, 1s able to exercise
a determining influence. Furthermore, sEeech serves to.}
oncretize and to give form to the abstract thought which
constitutes the dream. It is, as it were, the first stage in
going from the abstraction of the dream to its materializa-
tion in an act. Therefore, in both form and content, it
plays a_very important_role by orienting the dream in_a
% definite direction (OW ,M313 40V PY). ’
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YbSEF IS CALLED THE baal ha'chalomos, the dreamer.! Through
his enigmatic dreams, he in effect announced to his brothers, “IN
am worthy of being the king.” Technically, his dream was fulfilled
when he became the king of Egypt, and by default ruled over his
brothers along with the rest of his subjects. Indeed, the brothers
bowed to him as he had envisioned. However, the dream had little
rZactual substance, for the monarchy never vested in Yosef’s descen-
g dants. )

The only exceptions were two fleeting reigns of Yosef’s progeny
later in history: The first was Shaul and the second was Yeravam,
who split off from the kingdom Yehudah. However, neither of them
had the full status of kings of Klal Yisrael. Additionally, the mon-

. p archy rightfully belongs to Yehudah, as the pasuk says, “kingship
will never depart from Yehudah.? There seems to be two streams

of monarchy running through the Torah: one, the clearly defined
¢ position of Yehudah, and the other, a more elusive destiny of Yosef, 3
( actualized only by his reign in Egypt and by the brief ascension of

y two of his descendants.

V- This duality continues on to the end of times. The Gemara®
tells us that there will be two messianic figures: Mashiach ben
Yosef and Mashiach ben David. If Mashiach is the ultimate savior
of the Jewish People, what is the point of having two?* What is
the job of each Mashiach? What is the lasting meaning of Yosef’s

dreams of rulership?

a €
-5~ THEVALUE OF ADREAM

To grasp the long-term impact of Yosef’s dreams, let us first explore
the value of dreaming.
The Gemara,’® based on a pasuk in Mishlei® says that whoever

-1

_(-goes seven days without a dream is called “evil.” This is puzzling,

“* for a person cannot control whether or not he has a dream. If the’

Gemara had said it is a sign of wickedness, i.e. that HaShem is not

sending him dreams because he is not righteous, then we might

understand that this it is not a good sign for the person. But if this

were the case, the Gemara should say that the lack of dreams con-
¢ stitutes a siman ra rather than labeling the person himself as ra, as

if there is something wrong with him.

We can conclude, therefore, that Gemara means what it says;
(’4 dreams are somehow indicative of a person’s status in HaShem’s
(‘ eyes. A “warning dream” would seem to indicate that HaShem
—sges a person’s potential for righteousness, and therefore employs
a jarring, frightening dream to prod him to correct his ways. The
absence of such dreams might then be interpreted as HaShem
viewing the person as so steeped in evil and inured to teshuvah that
He sees no purpose in “talking to him” anymore. However, in re-
lation to a good dream, this logic doesn't apply. How, then, can the
Gemara say that the absence of all kinds of dreams marks a person
as evil?

To answer that question, we must look more closely at the mys-

terious phenomenon of sleep and dreams, which transport us from

,our earthly reality to a different realm. If a person does not expe-

@@i_énce that journey, but rather, remains immobilized in his place,
what exactly is he missing that paints him as ra?

.3(u A model for this state of immobilization comes from the

Egyptians who suffered through the plague of intense darkness.”
Rashi explains that the darkness sat like a heavy, thick cloud that

%pressed down on everyone; not only were they unable to see, but
also, they were unable to move.

This link between darkness and immobilization has another,
more conceptual explanation. Unless a person has the “vision” to

(" agpire to greater heights, his nature is to stick to his status quo. z
Eyen biologically, there is a phenomenon known as homeostasis, ;

- whereby the body tends to preserve its current state. In all aspects'

of life, change meets with resistance. It is only when a person can

sge something of interest that lies beyond his current “location”

that he may be moved to get up and go there. Avraham could only

:)l;y HaShem’é command of lech lecha — Go! — because He placed
before him the promise of the “land I will show you.”™
During the plague of darkness, the Egyptians couldn’t see any-

_thing, and consequently, they wouldn't and couldn’t get up or go

/

tgqywhere. Only when there is light can a person see the goal in the

distance and forge ahead to get there.

This is certainly true in gashmiyus, and in the spiritual realm,

it is so much truer. In ruchniyus, everything lies beyond a person’s

horizon. Every person lives with his own state of Yiddishkeit, with -

little awareness of what lies beyond. Does he believe that there are

madreigos above his own? Of course he does. But is he driven to
Z‘g)o there? No, because his vision doesn’t encompass that which is
beyond his level in life. '

,’4 However, if a spark of inspiration flickers in the person, he
can momentarily behold a vision of his greater self. If a person
hears a shmuess that makes him feel inspired, in that moment, h

caq visualize himself as being that greater person. He sees that

he could learn a blatt of Gemara or even two every day, and he
could become a talmid chacham. The person may be taken by this

vision, and then he actually does have the motivation and power
to get there.

=p» However, the neshamah’s scope of vision is limited because
the neshamah is welded to the earth-bound body, which prefers to
stay put. This is the state of affairs as long as we are awake. That

changes when we fall asleep and the neshamah is set free. It has the

opportunity each night to‘catch a glimpse of a world beyond. With

e that enhanced vision, the person can expand his realm of possibili-

ties, and then he can strive for that vision. This is the great purpose

of dreams,

23 THE BEAUTY OF YOSEF

Yosef the dreamer plays the role of Kial Yisrael's dream. He presents

;r_ us with a model of how to envision the “beyond” no matter where

we are stuck. His appearance, described in the Torah as “beautiful

~ features and beautiful to behold,” was his prime asset for fulfilling

this role. What purpose did HaShem have in endowing him with a
level of beauty rivaled only by Rachel and Queen Esther'%?

Yosef’s beauty was obviously more than a matter of pleasant ap-
pearance. Chazal, in discussing Yaakov’s special love for Yosef, offer
several explanations, one of which is that Yosef’s face resembled
Yaakov’s, whose face glowed with the beauty of Adam." The “pic-
ture of Yaakov’s face” is engraved under the Kisei Hakavod. It is the
Tzelem Elokim of the human being whose every expression projects
the Divinity of his soul. - '
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Thus is might seem that a beautiful appearance should be
considered the prime asset of Yaakov rather than Yosef. Why did
HaShem need to duplicate Yaakov's visage? The reason is that
Yaakov “sat in the tents” He was not a public person and there-
ore could not be a visible role-model for the klal. Yosef, however,
was the ruler of Egypt. He carried “the image of Yaakov” to the
* public at large, and thus he could serve as a model for all. This was
\ the “likeness” to Yaakov that made Yosef so dear, and this was the

“beauty” of Yosef as well.?
This G-dly beauty not only described Yosef himself, but also,

his manner of leadership of the Jewish People. The Torah describes
the ideal:

E\/IayTeG_-d of spirit of all mankind appoint a man to lead the
community. [He should be] a person who will go before them
and arrive before them, and who will bring them out and bring
them in, and may G-d’s community not be like a flock without a
shepherd. 13 '

~4In order to inspire a following, a leader needs to accomplish

two separate goals. First, he must show them a goal to work to-

wards. Rather than trying to push or pull them unwillingly, he

/ needs to inspire within them a heart-felt desire to go to that place.

Secondly, he has to take them there. The journey may require some/}

~~prodding, but it cannot be done by mandate. A Jeader cannot raise

pgople’s level of ruchniyus by simply pushing them to a predeter-

mined level.

If a leader tries to force a person to adopt levels of tzidkus that
aren’t compatible with his present level, the person will not benefit
in any substantial way. But if a leader shows someone a picture of a

p ﬁlife to which he can and does aspire, then the leader can coax and
(" coach him to get there. Even if the person needs to be pushed a bit
sometimes, he will achieve the madreigah. The initial step toward

» becoming something greater is to see an image of it and to like that

Yiew. :

L\@As the verse above states, the first job of a leader is to walk
ahead of the people and to come in before them. He is supposed to
stay several steps ahead of them so they will admire him, and say,
“Wow! We too can become like this!” Then the leader needs the
wisdom to guide them there.

e 'Ihisvinspirational role belongs to Yosef and Mashiach ben

Yosef. Yosef engendered the first malchus (via Shaul). Although

Shaul’s kingship was short-lived, once he established the paradigm
of nationhood and monarchy, the malchus of David could continue
-and establish itself as a permanent entity.

i'lhe job of Mashaich ben Yosefis to arouse the recognition of
what we are and can be. Once we have been properly aroused to

the concept of redemption, Mashiach ben David will take over.
Yosef is nezir echav'* — the one who was singled out from among
his brothers; he stands out above everyone else. Nezir literally
eans “crown,” signifying someone who truly stands at the peak.
He was a tzaddik gamur, a status that most people believe is beyond

L\' Once others have the glowing image of a tzaddik gamur in their
sights, they want to at least become a ba’al teshuvah. When they see
r the beauty of a pristine tzelem Elokim, they want to wash away their
¥ own sins and become similarly pristine. Guiding them to achieve
that desired state is the role of Yehuda/ David, who knows how to
teach, prod and keep them motivated.

a" However, the dream is what sets this all in motion. A persoﬁ is
obligated to dream at least once in seven days, for without a dream,
he cannot move forward. “Seven days” represents a complete cycle,
and if a person has not dreamt somewhere in that cycle, there in-
deed 1s something that he needs to fix. To dream is to erceive that

there is something begond the gerson’s current station, and that is
the first step in spiritual growth!
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their reach. Similarly, Shaul was mi'shichmo va'mala,'® head and

shoulders above everyone else.
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